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Burning ‘green’ or ‘wet’ wood is one of the  

biggest causes of chimney fire, to both brick 

stacks and metal lined stacks.  

Even if chimney fire is avoided, the build up of 

tar deposits will have a detrimental effect on 

the flue and may invalidate any warranty. 

Wood should be stored undercover, but open to 

winds so that it can dry, for at least one year, 

preferably two years after felling the tree. 

To help protect from chimney fires you can test your own fuel supply to 

ensure it is dry enough to use with a portable moisture meter, supplied 

with battery and carry case. 

Freshly chopped wood will have a moisture content of around 60 to 

70%. Hetas recommend that wood should be no higher than 20% 

moisture prior to use. 
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